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No. AIRBSNLEWA/Secy(T)/2019-20/ Dated:18" Nov.2019
To

Shri Anshu Prakash Ji

.. Chairman TC & Secretary (Telecom)

Govt. of India, New Delhi-110001

Sub: Denial of due Pension Revision to BSNL Pensioners drawing
pension under CCS Pension Rules 1972 like other CG Pensioners —reg.

Respected Sir,

At the outset we extend our sincere gratitude and good wishes for your
assumption of the highly prestigious post of the Secretary, Department of
Telecom and expect that the deprived pensioners retired from BSNL will now
get their long denied pension revision from 1-1-2017 through your prudential
decision. :

)
Sir, we are continuously meeting with various DOT officers since last two
years on this vital issue of BSNL pensioners and requesting them to
revise our pension as per the recommendations of 7" CPC but getting
common reply as follows:

e recommendations on pension revision is not for BSNL IDA pensioners, it
is only for CDA pensioners

e Pension Revision of BSNL Pensioners will be done only after pay revision
of BSNL employees as per 3 PRC

As per the above stand of DOT, there is no scope for any pension revision for
BSNL pensioners as in BSNL, VRS is implemented without 3@ PRC and there
is no scope of any pay revision in BSNL in near future. Further after this VRS
only few thousand absorbee employees will be remaining in BSNL and they
also will retire within coming 4-5 years. Then there will be no employees of
our fraternity left to whose pay revision our pension revision can follow. As at
present 100% of the pension of BSNL Pensioners are being paid by
Government from its fund and this payment has got no relation with the profit
or loss of BSNL. Hence there is no point of linking the pension revision of
BSNL pensioners with pay revision of BSNL employees.
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On this delinking point, the DOT officers are of the opinion that in such event
pension anomaly between pensioners retired before and after 2017 will occur.
It is true sir but such anomaly can easily be solved by suitable notional
protection to post 2017 pensioners in term of their pension fixation. We would
like to point out here that after every CPC there is always an anomaly
committee to settle the anomalies, but Govt has never stopped appointing
CPCs just because there could be anomalies.

~ We would also like to point out that considering future pension revisions, full

pension contribution at the highest of the pay scales in place of actual pay
has been paid to DOT by BSNL for all the absorbee pensioners.

We are also aware that there is a demand by some other pensioner
association that pension revision should be delinked from pay revision and
revised as per 15% fixation formula of 3@ PRC. In this respect we beg to
submit that 3™ PRC has no recommendation on pension or pension revision
and in that event after delinking PRC formula may not be applied for pension
revision in isolation. In 2007, same 2" PRC formula could be applied for
pension revision as it was applied to employees also. But sir, if you kindly go
through the concerned cabinet memo for pension revision in 2007, you will
find that there is no mention of 2" PRC there. In reality the memo was
prepared as a proposal of DOT where some recommendations like pension
revision was from 2" PRC and some recommendations like minimum
pension and increase of pension with age were from 6" CPC. The pensioners
retired prior to 2007 accepted the pension revision as per 2" PRC formula as
it was slightly better than 6" CPC. But the fact remains that PRCs have never
recommended anything about pensioners in any of their reports.

Sir, under the above developments we would like to bring to your kind notice
that at the time of formation of BSNL, in the year 2000, Department of
Telecommunication (DOT) has promised vide 36-15/2000-Pen(T) dated 09-
11-2000 the following to its employees. (copy enclosed)

“It has been decided by the Government that the employees of DOT who
will be absorbed in Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) will be
entitled to Govt scheme of pension/family pension even after their
absorption in BSNL.”

The words “Govt scheme of pension” obviously means the complete
pension and Pensionary benefits including periodical pension revision as are
available to other Government pensioners. In reality also all the elements of
pension and Pensionary benefits of other Govt. pensioner as has been
recommended by Central Pay Commissions from time to time, are made

daalr
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applicable for BSNL pensioners also. The only exception is the pension
revision and minimum pension which are being denied to them because
they are in IDA scale. If all the benefits of other Govt pensioners as per
the CPC recommendations can be applied to BSNL IDA pensioners on
their last IDA pay drawn, how the factor “IDA” coming in the way only
for pension revision and for fixing minimum pension is not understood.
Kindly see the attached table at Annexure-l which describes the status at a
glance.

Sir, due to non-revision of pension and non-application of minimum pension

amount which has been published in newspapers (copy enclosed), many
lowest paid pensioners mainly the family pensioners of Group D employees
are still drawing much lesser basic pension than declared minimum amount of
Rs 9000/-. They are the poorest group among the deprived perisioners who
are suffering the most

DOP&PW has also written to DOT vid no 4/02/2019-P&PW (D)/40504 (copy
enclosed) on this subject and asking opinion of the letter submitted by
CBMPA an umbrella organisation of pensioners associations. The-action of
DOT on this letter is also not known.

Sirr DOT should immediately implement the pension revision
recommendation of 7" CPC and circulated by DOP&PW on 04-08-2016
which is full DA neutralization with 32% increase of Basic Pension benefit as
per the commitment given to us at the time of absorption. The multiplication
factors for BSNL IDA Pensioners will be 2.515 as against 2.57 applied for
CDA pensioners. The pension Revision including the minimum pension
of Rs 9000/- as on 1-1-2017 along with other provisions of said memo
should also be implemented for BSNL IDA pensioners also for the sake
of justice immediately.

Sir, we eagerly expect a favourable reply from you after prudential
examination of the points mentioned above.

With kind regards,

General Secretary
AIRBSNLEWA, CHQ New Delhi

Copy to:
1. P.K. Sinha Ji, Member (Finance), DoT, Govt. of India, New Delhi-110001.
2. Shri D. Manna, Member (Services), DoT, Govt. of India, New Delhi-

110001.
Q;
Mf—
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" (Prahlad Salj
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No. 4/02/2019-P&PW(D)/40504
Govt. of India *

Ministry of Personnel, P.G & Pensions
Deépartment of Pension & Pensioners Welfare

2

o

3”rd Floor, Lok Nayak Bhavaﬁ,
Khan Market, New Delhi-110003
Date:- 08th March,2019

-

OFFICE MEMQRANDUM

o

Sub:- Revision of pension of the absorbed combined service pensioners of BSNIL/MTNL from
01.01.2017- reg. ‘ :

The undersigned is directed to forward herewith a copy of representation dated 12.2.2019
from Committee of BSNL/MTNL Pensioners' Association on the above subject and to invite the
atten tion.of the DoT to this Department's ID Note of even no. dated 14.01 2019,

2 This Department has made the following observations on the proposal of DoT for revision of
pensicn of the combined service absorbee pensioners of BSNL/MTNL, :- =5

(i) DoT has not clearly brought out as to what woula be the formula for revision of

pension on pre-2017 absorbee pensioners and what would be financial implications ou
_revision of pension as per thut formula.

= It has been stated by DoT that pay of the serving employees has not been reyised 1o

implementation of recommendations of 3fd PRC, since these entitiés had not fulfilled the

pre-conditions for grant of the facility to these serving employees. This means that serving

 employees of BSNL/MTNL continue to be on the same pay which they were getting before

e
-

. 01.01.2007. In that case the existing Government employees would also be getting pension
based on their unrevised 2nd PRC pay-scale/pay. In case pension of the past pensioners is
revised, theit revised pension would become:higher than pension to be fixed on retirement of
the existing employees. This will create an anomalous situation in BSNL/MTNL as the past
pensioners would be getting more pension than the freshly retired pensioners. DoT, therefore,
needs to bring about as to how they propose to resolve this anomaly. \

3 DoT was requested to reconsider the matter and provide information/comrments on the above
observations. However, the requisite clarifications/proposal has not been received from Do so far.

- 4, It is requested that fié*{ssues rajsed in the representation dated 12.02.2019 from Committec
of BSNL/MTNL Pensioners' Association may be examined by DoT, and the comments of DoT
thereon, may be sent to this Department alongwith the clarifications sought in this Department's 1D
Note dated 14.01.2019. '

»? s

Encl: as above o S
. ; //ﬂ‘&\;@ls/
‘ {Charanjit Tancja)
Under Secretary to the Govt. of India
DDG(Estt)
Department of Telecom,
Sanc har Bhawan, New Delhi o
_ £ @L
Copy to:- s

<G N .Shri P Gangadhara Rao, Convener, Commitice of BSNL/MTNL Pensioners' Association, [1 NOo.6,

> 05\130 G No. 12th Stree, Jogupaiya, Halasury, Bangalore-560008  +
“\

b
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wErrevIENT UF PENSION AND PENSIONERS WELFARE
GOVERNIMENT OF INDIA

If you are Central Government
Pensioner/Family Pensioner

YOU NEED TO KNOW

* The Government hos lssued necessary orders tor
upward revision of perslon/iamily pension on tho
basls of iecommendations of 7ih Cenhal Pay
Commission,

* Minimum pension/iamily pension has been roised
o ;

Rs.9000 4+ deamess wief,

* Fixed medical allowance In non-CGHS area is
Rs, 1000/~ pat month,

e,
RBlor olher bank officer efe. v :

* Acdhoor basad Life Cerificale con be submitied
mﬁ?@mﬁ;‘fmﬁ&w it o s&c;n“m i ggﬁ
ava gel your pension aoccount linked
with Andhoar number,

* In case of death of pensionet having joint
account with spouse, onhly death cerificate is
sufficlent for commencing ¥§r¥my pension.

* Succession Certificate not required for stating
farrily pension,

* Nomaes of permanently disabled dependent
* chiidrensiblings and dependent parents can be
added In PPO,

* Family pension fo permanently disabled
dependent childrenvsiblings ond dependent
patents con be co-outhotized In PPO,

*

¢ Clairmant of farmilly pension con directly apply
o the Bank B

W It tarmily pension is
co-authotized to himdher in the PPO,

* Cornruted potion of pension is not deductible
from the amourt of family pension.

+ NPS benaficlories are also entitied to gratulty
poyrrent.,

* Pension cannat be aftoched, seized efe, for
ony dermand against o pensioner, nor con a
pansionar maoke any ossignrments efc., In antici
patior of pansion.

+ Pensioners In non-CEHS area and te
celving Fixed Meaical Alowance can oo oval
IPD taciity on making contibution under the
Central Govemment Heatth Schame [CGHS),

* Parslonesfiormily pensioners are antitied to oval
stardord deduction of Rs.40,000/- per yeor tor
the purpose of colculotion of Incorme Tax under
Finonce Act 2018,

« The Deparment of Penslon and Pensionssy’
" Wellare hos aiso been conducting Pension
Adalats tor faciitaling expediious redresal of
Hevances lying Uriesoied with vorious
enson Sanctioning Autheiies

davp B30 ROMARIS



